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27 Be Death of SAMUEL, and the Lamentation 
| made for bim, 3 and improved 
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laſt public tribute to the memory of an af- 
ctionate huſband, a tender father, a kind and 
faithful friend, a much reſpected, endeared, and 
excellent Deacon of this church. It is a willing 
tribute I pay—a deſerved tribute - yet the occa- 
ſion is, in no ſmall degree, painful to myſelf. I 
loved him in life; I lament him in death. 
We of this church and congregation have had 
call upon call“, by death, to conceive of eternal 
concerns as the moſt momentous that can lie 
upon the heart; and to make an attention to 
them the buſineſs of what remains of life. It is 
my duty, as a miniſter, to fall in with God's 
providential calls: and it is a duty no leſs incum- 
bent on every relative, on every friend, of the 
deceaſed, on every ſurviving member of this - 
church, and on all who are afſembled on this ſo- 
lemn occaſion, to hearken to, to endeavour to 


I AM now called, by Providence, to pay the 
E 


Mr. John Mudge, an active and very uſeful deacon of 
the ſame church, died January 6, 1779. 


2 underſtand 


8 pats WY. tr. Slit. 


E 4 ] 
underſtand the voice of God, and through grace 


improve it. 
he words I have choſen on which to addreſs 


you, are in 


1 SAu. XXV. 1. 


And Samuel died, and all the Iſraelites were gathered 
together, and lamented bim, and buried him in his 
houſe at Ramah. 


Solemn—mournful—inſtruttive light! 
We have, in my text, two things recorded, 

| viz. Samuel's death and burial, and the lamen- 
| tation which was made by Iſrael for him. 

| | We have in the k 

| _ FirsrT place, Samuel's death and burial. 

| Samuel was the ſon of Elkanah and Hannah, 
who were diſtinguiſhed in Iſrael for their zeal, 
| devotion, and piety. He was given in anſwer to 
| his mother's fervent prayer : in reference to which 
remarkable circumſtance, * ſhe called his name, 
« Samuel, ſaying, becauſe I have aſked him of 
ce the Lord *. He was devoted to God from 
3 his birth. His pious mother, in her prayer, ſaid, 
| « I will give him unto the Lord all the days of 
| . his life.” And when ſhe brought him to Eli, 
| ſhe faid, * for this child I prayed ; and the Lord 
« "hath given me my petition which I aſked of j 
« him: therefore, alſo, I have lent him to the ; 
Lord as long as he liveth; he ſhall be lent un- 
. « to the Lord . 
| It was the unſpeakable privilege and happineſs 
of Samuel, to have been effectually called early 
in life. Divine things made a deep impreſſion 
upon * in his youth. Devotedneſs to God 


1 Sam. i. 20. + Ver. 11. 27, 28. 


an! 
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and his ſervice became, through grace, the mat- 
ter of his own choice his mother's vow became 
his own—and in him dawned every thing which 
her affectionate and pious heart could either aſk 
or wiſh. When but a child, he remained with 
Eli the prieſt ; miniſtered before him, and before 
the Lord ; became exceedingly dear to this aged 
ſervant of God; and we are told, that © the 
child, Samuel, grew on, and was in favour both 
with the Lord, and alſo with men “.“ It was in 
the early part of his life, that he was honoured 
with a meſſage of great moment to Eli and his 
houſe, by God himſelf ; from which time the 
Lord was remarkably with him: —“ let none of 
ce his words fall to the ground; and cauſed all Iſ- 
rael, from Dan even to Beerſheba, to know that 
cc Samuel was eſtabliſhed to be a prophet.” 

As he advanced in life, his weight and impor- 
tance in the ſtate appeared—his ſuperior wiſdom, 
piety and zeal, were diſplayed—and by his 
means, under God, a great and glorious refor- 
mation was wrought. While he was a judge in 
Ifrael—the firſt perſon in the ſtate—his houſe at 
Ramah, was a temple; for © there he built an 
ce altar to the Lord f.“ Oh, how happy would it 
be for the world, if judges, nobles, and princes, 
would copy this great example—if, in every ſeat 
and palace, an altar was built for God, and in- 
cenſe burnt daily upon it | | 

This great man—this example of zeal for 
God, and of every thing that could adorn and 
dignify public or private life—was called,through 
age, from that ſphere of great and important 
ſervice in which he acted. But, on the bad con- 
duct of his two ſons, whom he had made judges 


* Chap. ii. 26. + Chap. Vil. 17. 
Over 


18 

over Iſrael, the elders gathered themſelves to- 
gether, ſought out Samuel in his retreat, and 
made that highly diſpleaſing requeſt, that he 
« would give them a king to judge them.“ This 
venerable ſaint; this tried friend of his country; 
whoſe oracle had always been God, betook him- 
ſelf to prayer, on this great and weighty buſineſs. 

So high was the eſteem in which Samuel, in 
his advanced age, was held, that God, in his re- 
ply to his prayer, ſaid, © they have not rejected 


thee, but they have rejected me, that I ſhould 


not reign over them *.” What a fine appeal is 
that to Iſrael, © I am old and grey headed; and 
behold my ſons are with you, and I have walked 
before you from my childhood unto this day. 
Behold, here I am. Witneſs againſt me before 


the Lord, and before his anointed ; whoſe ox 


have I taken? or whoſe aſs have I taken? or 
whom have I defrauded ? whom have I oppreſſed? 


or of whoſe hand have I received any bribe to 
blind mine eyes therewith ?_ and T will reſtore it 


to you. And they faid, thou haſt not defrauded 
us, nor oppreſſed us, neither haſt thou taken 
ought of any man's hand +.” In what more 
ſtriking language could paternal affection, public 


ſpirit, piety, zeal for God, ſpeak than in that of 


Samuel, 1n his addreſs to the people in the ſub- 
ſequent part of the ſame chapter ? 

It it a ſtriking part of Samuel's character, that, 
although Saul, whom he had anointed king, had 


rejected his wiſe and pious counſel, and abuſed 


that power with which he had been intruſted, yet 
he felt deeply for his calamitics, and meurned 
for him till he was even rebuked by God him- 
ſelf. | | 


Chap. vill. 7. + Chap. xii. beg. 


I de 


7 
I do not know that the Old Teſtament records 


a more finiſhed character than that of Samuel. 
In him every thing appears that could adorn him 


as a man, diſtinguiſh him as the friend of his 
country, or dignify him as a ſervant of God. 


But Samuel muſt die. There was no exemp- 
tion from the ſtroke of death even for him, the 
beft of men. Thoſe lips, from whenee truth 
and wiſdom always diſtilled, muſt be cloſed ; and 
thoſe hands become motionleſs, which were al- 
ways ready to execute every purpoſe the kindeſt 
heart could ſuggeſt. However important his life, 
might be to the Jewiſh ſtate ; however the times 
might need that ſtriking example of every grace. 
and virtue he ſet, and thoſe fervent prayers he 
poured forth continually before his God—or with 


whatever warmth of affection David, and the 


pious in Iſrael, might wiſh his ſtay ; he muſt, at 
the command of the Supreme, become a breath- 
leſs corps. Though of Samuel it might be ſaid, 
that © he was the chariot of Iſrael and the horſe- 
men thereof ;” that in each ſingle prayer was an 
army; and though of all the ſervants of God 
none, except Moſes, were h6noured with a great- 


er nearneſs to God, it is an event on record, © Sa- 


m_ died,” What a great man fell in Iſrael that 
ay ' FA - Z 

How Samuel died—with what calmneſs—with' 
what placid hope—or with what animating and 
tranſporting views of that world to which he was. 
going, no mention is made. But what other 
cloſe could fuch a life of faith, of public ſpirit,” 
and of piety, have? Oh, how inſtructive how 
great—how venerable muſt he have appeared in 
death ! | | ; | 

My text records, not only Samuel's death, but 
his burial, © And they buried him in his houſe 


at 


I 


at Ramah.“ Ramah was the place of his abode; 
and in, or near, his houſe all that could die of 
this greateſt of men was depoſited. With reſpect 
to his mortal part, his glorious career ended in 
a grave, This was the ſecond interment by. 
which this ſpot of earth was diſtingutſhed : for 
here Rachel was buried, who was the faireſt of 
her ſex, and dear to the heart of Jacob beyond 
all expreſſion ; who died by him in the way, as 


he came from Padan. 


Our departed friend, Mr. Samuel Wilton, 
whoſe removal from active ſervice in the world 
| and church, was ſo much regretted, and whoſe 
1 death hath cauſed ſuch an appearance of mourn- 
i ing in this place this day; bore too great a re- 
| ſemblance to Samuel of old, to paſs unnoticed 
|| by any friend or acquaintance preſent. _ 7 
| He, like Samuel, was a deſcendant of pious 
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| Zarents ; the eldeſt ſon of his mother; and in 
[ early life devoted to God *. He was an example 
| of ſeriouſneſs, piety, and every thing that was 
11 | g Se amiable, 


In his private papers, there is frequent reference made 
to ſome ſolemn tranſactions which had paſſed between God 
and his ſoul. In one place he thus writes, I would now 

« renew that ſolemn covenant I have made with thee. Help 

t me, O my God, to vow this ſolemn vow to thee in the 

« ſincerity of my ſoul : and if, afterwards, in the courſe of 

& life, I may. be tempted to forſake thy ways, and err from 

* thy commandments, then may I remember this my cove- 

„ nant, and derfiand of my ſoul, how can I do this wicked- 

« neſs, and fin againſt ſo gracious a God? I know my heart 
„is deceitful. Help me to depend on thy ftrength. Thou, 
Lord, art able to keep me from falling, I would take 
, od for my covenant God, the adorable Jehovah, Father, 
t Son, and Holy Ghoſt. Lord, help me to follow thee 
without reſerve ! May ſuch a ſufficiency of grace and 
i«. ſtrength be vouchſafed, that I may be able to ſtand firm to 

«© my covenant engagements—to follow Jeſus, my Lord, 
through all the trials and diffculties of life, hold on with 

| | courage 
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amiable, to the young around him. Even in his 
youth, he ſpent much time in retirement: and 
when; as it ſometimes happened, his retirement 
broke in upon the hours of buſineſs, a pious and 
affectionate mother uſed to apologize for him, 
* Jet him alone, he is ripening for heaven ;” to 
which happy place ſhe thought he would ſoon 

o, as he had ſome conſumptive ſymptoms. 
Under that long illneſs with which his father was 
exerciſed, and on his removal by death, ſuch. 
was his conduct in the trade—ſuch his dutiful 
and tender regard for his widowed mother and 


courage to the end, and in my dying hour find ſweet com- 
de fort flowing from my covenant-intereſt. 

When, * the corruption of my nature, and the 
«body of fin I carry about with me, I offend thee in any 
«© menſure, Lord, help me to apply to the precious fountain + 
« of my dear Saviour's blood. Oh, bleſſed Spirit, humble 
e me under a ſenſe of all my ſins, and ſeal a pyrdon to me, 
through the blood of Chriſt, and help me to exerciſe every 
C grice! O may faith, hope, love, paticnce, humility, ſelf- 
«« denial, &c. be growing in my ſoul. Oh! keep me cloſe 
* to thyſelf in every duty! { would deſire to chuſe the way 
of thy commandments. Oh! may I find pleafure in at- 
'** tending on thee, as I have found heretofore, Oh! that 
I might be ſerious, watchful, faithful, conſcientious, di- 
«© ligent in every commanded duty. I would defire and 
«© beg, thou wouldeſt grant that ſweet intercourſes may paſs 
between God and my ſoul. Oh! may I find my beloved 
ein private duties, and in the public inſtitutions of divine 
« worſhip. : 

* 9 þ I hope I did firſt count the coſt of engaging with 
** thee. I know that'reproachgs, and mockings, and con- 
ce ur f. I ſhall. meet with from the world; yet, I hope, I 
„ ſhall be content, if thou but grant me thy favour, which 

«« 1s better than life. 

Now, Lord, I defire to ſubmit myſelf to thy will to 
te take on me thy yake, which is eaſy, and thy burden, which 
e is perfect freedom —and to come under the bond of thy 
* gracious and well ordered covenant: and in teſtimony ot 
«« my-defire, to become thy ſervant, and to have thee for my 
« covenaut God and Father, I have put my hearty Amen. 


B ſuch 


and ſiſters, that the place of huſband and father 
was, in ſuch a degree, ſupplied by him, in his 
[ early years, as greatly endeared him to his friends, 
1 and made him the object of admiration to 
i} many, ©: 4) ag. Incl mud 751. 
| Among his private papers, there are ſo many 
| mercies and deliverances recorded, and recorded 
|} in ſuch a manner, when he was but about four- 
mt teen years of age, as betray a deep, grateful, 
il and commanding ſenſe of God upon the ſoul. 
WI This attention to the divine hand—and this ſenſe 
| of God, attended him from youth. to riper years: 
1 for in March 8, 17 50, this is recorded, viz. 
Wt « At half after five in the morning, I ſuddenly 
bh; awoke with a dreadful ſhock of an earthquake, 
LH attended with a very unufual rumbling noiſe. 
] a . We had, in London, felt a leſs ſevere ſhock, about 
1109 noon, juſt a month before. At firſt I was greatly 
[ib ſurpriſed, not knowing what was the occaſion of 
11 . Wt . 
[ill the noiſe and ſhock : but when fully awakened, 
| and being ſenſible of the cauſe, I cried out, 
© The Lord reigneth ; let the people tremble; 
un! cc he fits between the cherubims; let the earth 
| ö c be moved: and had ſuch a comfortable 
1 ſenſe of my intereſt in God as my covenant God, 
$81! '__ as-made me quite eaſy, and calmly to reſt ſecure 
| in him as my portion, © though the mountains. 
| [ « ſhould depart, and the hills be removed.” This 
| L ſet down to be a memorial to me of the rich 
Bl - grace of my God, vouchſafed to a poor ſinful 
| creature. God hath ſpoken once, yea, twice, 
and if we go on to provoke. the Lord, we may 
yet feel his band in'a more dreadful manner. 
May I ftand prepared to meet God, and to wait, 
for him in the way of his judgments : and if thy: 
people fall in the common calamity, they will 
| * | find 


il ſuch the ſtrength of his affection for his brother 
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| : Pſalm xcix. 1. 


WE 


find themſelves ſafe in the hands of Chriſt, who 

hath the keys of the inviſible world ; and ſudden 
glory will follow ſudden death, Lord, may-thine 
holy Spirit ſeal thy love to my ſoul : then ſhould 
I not fear, tho the were and all things there- 


15 be burnt Ups," 


«  Sibake; ye  rempeſts, * his a 

In Pounds of dreadful praiſe declare; 
And the ſweet whiſper of his name 

64 Föll every gentler breeze of air.” Warrs. 

Weite recording the aden dealings of 
God, he records allo God's dealings with him in 
a way of grace —his growing obligations to God, 
chrough Chriſt, for-the ſuppart of-the -divine life 
in his foul—the ſtrength and comfort he, at ſea- 
ſons, derived from waiting upon God and the very 
powerful impreſſion which particular portions of 
God's word had made upon him. Here I could 
with pleaſure enlarge: but the ſeaſon of the js, 
and the uſual limits of a diſcourſe, forbid. . | 

What was ſaid of Samuel, was eminently: true 
of the deceaſed, that © as he grew, he h alſo 
« in favour both with God and men.“ 

He was bleſt with a ſweet natural temper, and 
poſſeſſed no ſmall ſhare of the milk of human 
kindneſs. His general behaviour was humane 
and obliging, kind and gentle; and in him pru- 
dence, chearfulneſs, and gravity, were ſo blend- 
ed, as to render his converſation both pleaſing 
and inſtructive. 

His opinions in religion were not indigeſted 
haſty concluſious; but the reſult of a more cloſe 
examination of the word of God—of a more at- 
rentive hearing and reading and of a more con- 
ſtant and conſcientious praying over what he read 
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and heard, than is commonly ſound in theſe un- 
happy times, Inſtead of being, like many, a 
reed ſhaken with every wind, he was an immove- 
I able pillar in the houſe of God. That zeal he 
14 had for God, for Chriſt, and truth, was ſweetly 
If attempered with diſcretion, Of candor he waz 
1 a very inſtructive example: and if orthodoxy and 
Wil charity were always to meet, as they did in him, 
14 what might not the Friends of both hope and 
Bent EXPeEct ?: ? a >* 

lit in commercial life he was an example of in- 
it tegrity and ſtricteſt Honour: and it is much to 
if | be wiſhed, that he might be univerſally copied 
| in his godly jealouſy over himſelf; leſt in the 
lit purſuits of this world, his concern about, another 
. thould either be loſt, or abate. 

| | - With the power, he had alſo an heart to do 
| 
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| good. Multitudes can teſtify that his actions 
| were liberal and beneficent, ae n 


| In the papers already referred to, he writes, © Oh how 
| « great ape the encroachments of a vain world! Alas! how 2B 
| mch time and thought is taken up in purſuing it! Oh 2 
| © fox grace to enable me to reſiſt the corruptions and evil of b 
« this world, whilit J am, ſo deeply concerned with it! 
| « Lord, is it not difficult to be in the midſt of temptation, 
a f yet not comply? How many are the ſnares to which the 

i 


© world expoſes! Yet, O my ſoul, take encouragement, 
«« Jeſus hath grace ſufficient for thee. He will lead and 
| „ condutt thee ſafe amidſt ftorms and trials; for he will 
Sit guide his people by his counſel, and afterwards receive 
/ * them to glory. Ir is but a little Time, O my ſoul, thou 
| „ haſt to do with this world: and then fareyel care and 

| * trouble. Thou wilt, through the merits of thy dear Sa- 
c yiour, enter on a glorious poſſeſſion, What! ſhall I mur- 
| mur at croſs events, and be diſcouraged at the frowns of a 
| 


it fs vain world? Shall I, who profeſs to follow Jeſus, be un- 
1 „willing to take up his croſs? Whom the Lord loves he 
[| „ chaſtens. Lord, 1 have need to he ſcourged to be purified, 
f | I have much fin, and much corruption to be ſubdued. Oh | 
take thine own away to complete thine on work!“ 9 


Ti . Humility 
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* Humility formed a very ſtriking part of his 
character; and made the other virtues and graces, 
with which God had adorned him, ſhine with 
brighter-kiftre//- 1 171% 1, 0 94g 
I fear there are but few Chriſtians, in theſe 
times, with reſpe& to whom undifſembled piety 
is ſo much the ſettled habit, the conſtant dreſs, 

of the mind as it ſeemed to be of his. 3 
The trials he was called to endure in the afflic- 
tion and death of thoſe who were bone of his 
bone, fleſh of his fleſh, the delight of his eye, the 
Joy of his heart, the ſtaff of his age; and dear to 
every affection of his ſoul, were exceedingly 
great: yet, under theſe trials, he exemplified 
that calmneſs, that patience, that reſignation, 
which chriſtianity alone can inſpire *, 

In private life, few had the happineſs 'of be- 

5 ing equally valued by their friends andacquaint- 

q ance, ble an . 

| „Under ſome great afliction, he writes thus, © Afflictione 

*« are not ſent in vain to the people of God: therefore, O 

my ſoul, ſomething God is about to do by calling thee in- 

to the furnace, and he hath a right to do what he pleaſeth 

*« with his creatures, Adore his ſovereign power. The ſame 

hand can conduct, and will lead thee through it, and diſplay 

«© the wiſdom and goodneſs of a father. Lord, lay not thine 

hand too heavy, leſt thy ſervant ſink under it! Oh ſtrength- 

„ en the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees! Gire 

% me faith and patiegce, and a will reſolved into thy will. 

© Dark is the Providence that lies before me. All appears 

* with confuſion ; but all js calm and ſerene in thy wiſe 

** counſels. Oh give me to act faith on thy power, thy wiſ- 

dom, thy goodgeſs, and the great promiſes of thy word! 

„Oh! bring me neaxer to thyſelf by all thy providential 

* diſpenſations, and keep. me from murmuring againſt thee, 

my kind and heavenly father. Oh! help me to leave my 

concerns in thine hands, as in the hands of a covenant 

«« God. Oh!] at laſt bring me through, all theſe trials to 

that reſt which is above, where ſighing ſhall flee away, 

and fin ſhall no more moleſt, and where all my work will 
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(14 ] 
To his children he was not wanting in any of 
the duties of a wiſe and affectionate parent; which 
was returned, on their. part, with filial piety. 
Here our departed friend had the advantage of 
Samuel. What his fons were—what virtues and 
graces they poſſeſſed—what attainments they had 
mow in every thing great and good hat pleaſ- 
ing hopes they inſpired—and how. deeply their 
s was deplored, I need not inform you“: 
hill the — of two of the ſons of Samuel 
was ſuch as wrung forrow from the hate: of that 
venerable ſaint and Prophet. Ys 2169 
In this church he was at once an. ornament ad 
a pillar; and in him we have loſt a prudent coun» 
ſellor, a faithful and a ſteady friend. Ohl may 
the great Head of the church raiſe yp;gthers in 
this place. like: minded, who will naturally care 
2 for Our ſtate.“ een ien inn: | 
When, called away 2 active ſervice, * 
friends and children might learn, from his ex- 
ample, a very inſtructive leſſon of patience and 
quiet ſubmiſſion to the will of God. Towards 
the cloſe of life, the more vigorous and ſpright- 
ly powers of the mind failed him; yet his truſt 
in God, through the Mediator, remained un- 
ſhaken to the laſt.. . When he had received the 
ſentence of death in himſelf, he not only poſſeſſed 
his ſoul in patience, under the preſſing infirmi- 
ties of a decaying body, and with that meekneſs 
and reſignation to the will of his God, for which 
he had been eminent under ſome of the greateſt 
trials the human heart can know; but even 
; | tejoiced 1 in hope of the glory of God.” X Death 


% „ 


r Vide two excellent Sermous ; one dated on * dear 
of Mr. Thomas Wilton, by the Rev: Dr. Gibbons; the 
other on the death of my very dear friend, * Samuel 
2 by the Rev. S. Palmer. | 


was 
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was to him an object to be wiſhed -a friend. 
and as ſuch he met nnd embraced it.— 
But to praiſe the dead is not my buſineſs. In 
this inſtance, it would be needleſs to do it. The 
virtues of our departed. friend are more eloquent. 
than IL —— will embalm and endear his me- 
mory— and, I truſt, live and ſnine in the cha- 
rafter, of each deſcendant. What 1- have had in 
view, in the account I have given, is the good 
of the living, the credit of religion, the Re- 
deemer's honour, and the Glory of God who 


made him what he was, and gave him all he | 
poſſeſſed, | 


However important he a be in the ſtation 
he once filled however eſteemed and beloved 
by friends, by wife, or children or how _ 
ſoever theſe times may need ſuch an example 
he ſet, or ſuch prayers as thoſe he put up to 
God; he is dead—he is dead and buried“ bu- 
« ried in his own houſe”—in the Britiſh Ramah *, 
where lies many a Samuel—where many an I{- 
raelite hath mourned — where many a * Rachel 
« hath refuſed to be comforted, weeping for her 
ce children”—where many a Rachel lies—where 


many à Jacob hath e. where my heart 
hath lately bled. | 


Now, if Samuel is dead if the beſt of men 
under both diſpenſations are dead too - ho can 
expect an immortality upon earth? Waſt thou, O 

man, a Prince, ſitting in all thy ſtate and pomp, 
death would paſs through thy guards, enter thy 
palace, take the crown from thine head, the 
iceptre from thine hand, and put thee on a level 


* 


* © CF Ww - 


* Bunhi:! Fields. 


with 
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with thy meaneſt + Had we the faith of 
Abraham—the meekneſs of Moſes—the martial 
fill, courage, and devotionof David—the firmneſs 
and piety of Daniel the gentle and affectionate 
temper of the beloved diſciple — or the faith, 
zeal, and fortitude of the great apoſtle Paul; we 
muſt yield to death. No ſtation, however high 
or important—no connections in life, however 
endeared—no accompliſhments, however pleaſ- 
ing — no virtues, ' however lovely— no graces, 
however diſtinguiſhed, can ſecure from its arreſt, 
Perhaps there are no convictions, at once ſo uni- 
verſal and ſo little influential, as the convictions 
mankind have of death. What we want is, to 
have our convictions on this highly intereſting ar- 
ticle brought home to the heart. Let each heart, 
then, before me be examined. If we do indeed 
believe that we muſt die, do we“ die daily” in 
the ſenſe of the apoſtle? Methinks, if my on 
convictions were as deep and ſtrong as th 
ought, I ſhould ſtudy the will of my divine 
Maſter with more cloſeneſs and attention pray 
for myſelf and others with more fervour of devo- 
tion—preach with more energy than I do—and 
labour more to come cloſe to every hearer's 
0 heart. If every pulſe that beats leaves the num- 
ih ber leſs—if I muſt ſo ſoon be called away from 
10 earth—how comes it to paſs, that my attempts 
| are ſo weak and feeble to ſtop the ſinner on his 
way to perdition= to raiſe each humble and de- 
jected ſpirit to pour eaſe and comfort into every 
wounded heart to ſtrengthen and eſtabliſh the 
people of God—to inflame their love to Chnſt— _ 
and to promote bis intereſt, with which the hap- 
ineſs of this fallen world is fo inſeparably con- 


þ need ? 
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If Samuel muſt die —if no plea, even of faith 
er piety, will be heard what a dreadful evil 
muſt ſin and rebellion againſt God be? What. 
muſt that be which would not ſpare the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed of all the ſervants. of Jehovah ? ' 
The firſt mention that is made of death was, on 
Adam's tranſgreſſion: and the continuation of its 
dominion through every age, muſt be aſcribed 
to the fall of him in whom all fell; and to the 
ſad reſemblance there is between his diſobedi- 
ence and that of all his deſcendants. When the 
Apoſtle ſays, © by one man ſin entered into the 
« world, and death by ſin, and fo death paſſed: 
* upon all men, for that all men have ſinned, 
he puts it beyond all doubt, that ſin is the dread- 
ful cauſe of death's introduction and extenſive do- 
minion. By this Patriarchs and Prophets have 
been ſlain. The thouſands of diſorders that be- 
ſet mankind—all the pains which nature feels 
the pangs of parting—the agonies of death—the 
breathleſs corps—theſe, O ſin ! are thy work; and 
this, O ſinner! thou takeſt into thy boſom. Sin 
is the murderer of thy fathers—will lay thine 
head as low as theirs—and yet thou wilt not let 
it Alas! what. multitudes admit fin into 
their houſes — into their very. hearts without 
concern or ſuſpicion, although it is ſtained with 
the blood of fathers, wives, and children. When, 
Oh when, ſhall the world take up arms, and wage 
perpetual war againſt it! O ye pious, who have 
deplored its entrance into our world, and felt 
deeply for it on your own account ;' perſevere, 
through grace, in that oppoſition to its power, 
which it is at once your duty and intereſt to 
maintain, It is the worſt enemy of man—the 


Rom. v. 12. 
3 ſource 
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ſoutce of every evil felt or feared, When, thy 
brethren, we are tempted to commit 1t, let us 
pauſe, and think what ſin hath done what de- 
ſolation fin hath made—who have fallen its vic- 
tims—how certain it is that we muſt fall its vic- 


tims too—and what flames it hath kindled, and 


ſtill feeds, in the world beneath. _ | 

If Samuel muſt die —if the wiſeſt and beſt a- 
mong mankind muſt die too then, there muſt be 
ſome future ſtate. Who that conſiders what this 
world is, and what the perfections of God are, can 
ſuppoſe that this diſtinguiſhed Patriarch — that 
the godly in later times that our dear departed 
friend were made for the preſent ſtate alone : — 
that the ſhort period of human life can circum- 
ſcribe their exiſtence ? That divine nature the. 
children of God receive; that noble ſuperiority 
to this world they feel and expreſs ; thoſe pious 


and holy deſires which riſe within them, which no 


created object can ſatisfy ; and that reſignation 
to God, and concern for his glory, with which 
they breathe their laſt; are a ſtanding proof, that 
there is ſome better world than this to which 
they will be taken. The body, which death alone 
can effect, is neither the ſervant of God, nor the 
diſciple of Chriſt. How abſurd to ſuppoſe that 
mere matter, in any poſſible modification, or in a 
ſtate of the greateſt refinement of which its na- 
ture is capable, can be the ſeat of reaſon, under- 
ſtanding, intellectual knowledge, moral powers, 
and that faith and piety which give dignity to 
man, and reflect ſo much glory on God ! O Phi- 
Joſophy ! kind author of many a refined plea- 
ſure — unpenſioned advocate of religion — how 
ungrateful to thee | how hard thy lot, to have 
ſuch à monſter of abſurdity in opinion laid at thy 
door! That which ſees in the eye, hears in the ear, 

5 acts 
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acts In every limb, feels in every nerve, anato- 
mizes, in idea, the human frame, and reaſons on 
every part, muſt be ſomething of a higher and 
nobler nature than any thing material. In that 
kigher and nobler principle, the ſoul, in which 
alone the Chriſtian's graces can have their ſear, 
they ſhall remain when the body is in the grave, 
and worms have devoured it. At death, the 
mantle alone drops. Whither was Enoch taken 
when God took him ? Whither did the fiery cha- 
riot convey Elijah? What world did Paul ſee ? 
Whither did Jeſus go when his gazing diſciples 
faw him no more ? Where every Aichful diſciple, 
finee that great event, hath gone here the pi- 
ous who hear me ſhall go - -where © an hoſt, 
© which no man can number,” ſhall be found--- 
and where, O ſinner ! thou ſhalt never enter: for 
thy preſence is not wanted there, nor hath that 
place any employment, or any ſpecies' of happi- 
neſs, that ſuits thy taſte. | ke OHA 


My text records, not only Samuet's death and 


* 


burial, but in tljg e 
Sxcovp place, the lamentation which was made 
by Iſrael for him. © And all the Iſraelites were 
gathered together, and lamented him, and by- 
et ried him in his houſe at Ramah.” 
This token of reſpect was what Samuel had 
deſerved. His perſonal merit commanded this 
| honour to be done him at his death. His zeal 
for God; the degree in which the intereſt of the 
public lay upon his heart; and the great and ſig- 
nal bleſſings he was the means of procuring, 
made this inſtance of reſpe& to his name and me- 
mory, which Ifrael ſhewed, a juſt debt. How 
loſt muſt they have been to gratitude and feeling, 
if they could have 3 it! Samuel's death 
2 Was 


- 
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was a great loſs to the Jewiſh ſtate, bath in its 
civil and religious intereſts. By his death, the 
college of the prophets loſt their founder and 
prelident ; and Iſrael a powerful interceflor; who 
poured out his ſoul daily before God for them, 
according: to what he had ſaid, moreover, as 
C for me, God forbid that I ſhould- ſin againſt 
e the Lord in ceaſing to pray for you.“ Iſrael 
might well lament at Samuel's death; ſor they 
loſt their beſt earthly friend when he expired. 
His loſs would be more deeply felt, as the times 
loudly called for his wiſdom, zeal, and piety ; for 
Saul was become outrageous, and David was 
driven his country. One would hape, that at Sa- 
muel's funeral there was ſomething more than 
the ſhow, the trappings, and the pomp of ſor- 
row. — that many in Iſrael were real mouthers— 
that they ſaw and felt their loſs— that they bit - 
terly bewailed their ow¼n ſin and fally, in deſiring 
a king when God himſelf was king, and Samuel 
a prophet and a judge, among them. 
Nd wiſe and pious Iſraelite could mourn at 
Samuel's funeral for any apprehended loſs that 
aged and venerable. ſaint could ſuſtain. What 
was the earthly. to the heaveuly Canaan ?. What 
honour had that, or any other, people to beſtow, 
when compared with what he was gone to poſ- 
ſeſs? How unſpeakably: more happy Samuel, 
when dead, than in the, happieſt, hour he ever 
peat upon cacthy! ..-; nid 8 

And with reſpect to our, departed friend ; he, 
by death, ſuſtains no loſs. "The downfal of his 
carthly tabernacle, the pins of which had; been 
drawn, and the ſtakes looſened, by almoſt imper- 
ceptible degrees, was the introduction of his ſoul 


* 1 Sam. Xi. 23. 
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to © a building of God, an houſe not made with 
«, hands, eternal in the heavens.” oof 2811 „ 


Were we to confine our views to the pious, and 
to the influence which death hath on themſelves, 
we ſhould ſee no reaſon for ſorrow we ſhould 
look on their dying day as a day of joy and tri- 
umph. But when we conſider. their death in con- 
nection with the Redeemer's: intereſt upon earth, 
and the beſt intereſt of their families, their 
friends, and their country; it is a diſpenſation 
that ought to be lamented. In this view, 1 
cannot but lament and deplore the breaches 
which death hath lately made among us. It is 
ing 22 „ old sn idw 08 
„Many years before his diſmiſſion whs granted, ke thus 
writes. O my ſoul! what comfort is it to think that thou 
"© ſhalt ſurvive this body! Death will only ſeparate this dear 
i« partner from thee, and that only for a time: for as ſure 
as Chriſt aroſe from the grave as the firſt fruits, and gave 
ca noble ſpecimen of the teſurrection of the ſainta, ſo ſurely 
5 ſhall I ariſe, and this vile body receiye great advantages, 
% Why, O my ſoul, ſhould I fear death! If I am found a 
living member in Jeſus Chriſt, how great will my advan- 
tage be by dying! Though I ſhall be abſent from the bo- 
dy for a time, how comfortable to think of being preſent 
*« with the Lord | I mall be ſatisfied when I awake in thy 


” * ? 
7. * 
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« likeneſs. © | 

30; x.) ee þ Din | 2 33d - 24% 
Till the laſt trumpet's joyful ſound; | - 
Then burſt the chains with ſweet ſurpriſe, 


And in my Saviour's image riſe. | 

X NEE a 041 5 112 Dr. Warrs.“ 
« A dying time is a trying time,. O my ſoul ! ſee, there. 
fore, to it that thou live like one expecting e'er long to 
put off this mortal body, and to enter into an awful eter - 
% nity. And know this, that if thou art found intereſted in 
* the covenant of grace ſecured by Chriſt, in a dying time 
he will not forſake thee; If he ſhould not grant thee a 
« triumphant paſſage, thou mayeſt rely on him for a f 
* and /ecure one; and that thou ſhalt awake in ſweet ſur- 
«« priſe, being compleat in holineſs. O happy ſtate !“ 


mentioned, 


* 
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mentioned as the crime of God's ancient peo- 


ple, that © the righteous periſhed, and no man 
* laid-it to heart that they did not think 
ſeriouſly upon, nor were properly affected by, the 
the removal of the godly from their nation and 
church by death that they did not diſcern their 


worth or value whilſt they lived, ner were ſen- 


ble of the greatneſs of the loſs they ſuſtained 
by their dend 1 bo. fotos et nn hong, 
Ihe death of the wiſe and pious, in theſe times, 
is an event to be bewailed. . They © are the ſalt 
© of the earth. Their fruit is a tree of life.“ 
The world in which they lived, and the churches 
to which they belonged, want that profeſſion 
they made, and that holy life and converfation 
they maintained. Their removal by death is a 
Joſs to be lamented, becauſe of that noble ſtand 
they make for Chriſt and truth; and that proof 
they give the world of the glorious work of 
grace, and the reality, power, and dignity of re- 
igion. In them we fee that we have no orna- 
ments, if we have not the chriſtian graces—no ſo- 
hd ſupports, if we have not the chriſtian's ſup- 
ports—and no ſubſtantial happineſs, if Chriſt is 


not our Saviour, and God our God. 


The death of Samuels among us, is an event 
to be deplored, as they exert themſelves in doing 
good—as they are always ready to ſpeak for God 


Sand as their example and converſe is often 
bleſſed for the finner's converſion. I ſhonld 


neither do juſtice to my ſubject, nor to the me- 


mory of our departed friend, if I did not menti- 


on this: for in his. private papers, dated 1750, 
there is this memorandum. ** Lately. had the 


„ peculiar pleaſure to hear, that the Lord had 


li. Iv l. 1. 


« bleſſed 
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« pleſſed ſome inſtruction I had ſome time ago 
given to a ſervant, who lately called to ſee us, 
« and appeared to be a pious and holy perſon, 
« and dated her converſion from the impreſſion 
« my diſcourſe had made on her mind. After 
« having been brought under great convictions 
c of fin and danger, ſhe was led to the riches of 
« divine grace in Chriſt, She became a member 
& of the Rev. Mr. Andrews“ church. Lord! 
&« what ſhall I render unto thee that thou ſhould- 
& eft condeſcend to honour me, a poor ſinful 
« creature, as an inſtrument in ſo glorious a 
« work ! Lord, help me to live more to thy 
« praiſe!” Oh! what a loſs does that family 
ſuſtain that loſes ſuch a head! What a loſs does 
that church ſuſtain that loſes ſuch a member! 
What a loſs does that town ſuſtain that loſes fuch 
an inhabitant! Oh ! how loudly do the times in 
which we live call for thoſe, in private life, who 
would copy ſuch an example! = 
| The death of the wiſe and pious is an event to 
be lamented, as one believer hath been often 
made the inſtrument of ſtrengthening another's 
faith—of lightening another's burden—of im- 
proving another's graces—and of enabling him to 
ſing the ſong of Zion, in this ſtrange land, with 
an happier heart. The people of God can ill 
{ſpare even an individual of their number: for 
they need all the 'countenance, encouragement, 
help and ſuccour, that earth or heaven can give. 
Where is that child who does not need the 
watchful eye, the wife counſel, the inſtructive 
example, the affectionate and fervent prayers of a 
pious parent, and all the aſſiſtance that parent 
can give him, that he may ſtem the torrent of 


corrupt nature, and be ſerious, wiſe and good, 
in ſuch an age as this? | 


The 
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The death of Samuels, either in ancient or in 
later times, is nn. event to be deplored, as they 
ſtand, when living, the monuments of redeem- 
ing grace and power in this fallen world —as in 
them it is ſeen what the world would de, if Chriſt 
and his ſalvation had a place in every heart. 
They are ſtriking proofs what an excellent diſ- 
penſation that of the goſpel is what a glorious 


and happy change the word and Spirit of God 


can effect how amiable and great Adam's dege- 


nerate offspring may become and what aid and 


ſupport the pious may expect from God. Who 
can behold the believer ſtanding his ground in 
every encounter —repeating his conqueſts over ſin 
and Satan—bearing up againſt a world of trou- 


| ble---behaving with ſerenity and compoſure in 


circumſtances in which others would be over- 
whelmed in ſorrow, without inferring, that God 
is with him of a truth? e 

The death of the wiſe and pious is an event to 
be deeply lamented, as they are the powerful and 
prevalent interceſſors with God for the churches 
to which they belong, and the nation of which 
they make the moſt honourable part. Iſrael 
knew the value of Samuel's prayers, and his in- 
tereſt in the court of heaven: for we read, that 


all the people ſaid to him, © pray for thy ſeryants 
ec unto the Lord thy God, that we may not die.“ 


What hand the righteous have in ſaving a nation 
from deſtruction, may be learnt from the ſucceſs 
of many a prayer of Moſes---and from what God 
himſelf ſaid to Abraham reſpecting Sodom and 


Gomorrah. Let not the Lord, ſaid Abraham, 


be angry, and I will ſpeak yet but this once. 


* 1 Sam. xii. 1 bs : 
a « Peradven- 
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Peradventure ten ſhould be found there? And 


ee he ſaid, I will not deſtroy them for ten's 
« ſake.” * And the ſame. is ſtrongly intimated 
in what God ſaid to Jeremiah, * pray not thou for 
« this people; neither lift up cry nor prayer for 
« them; for I will not hear thee.” 1 Ho can 
the death of thoſe who have ſtood in the breach 
who had wreſtled like Jacob, and prevailed like 
Iſrael—who had done much, and would have 
done more, to turn the enemy from the gates, 
be paſſed over as a trifling matter ? Such ſtrides 
are infidelity, vice, and' irreligion taking---ſuch 
dark clouds, do now. hang over this once happy 
country; that we greatly want the holy life and 
fervent prayers of the pious. If we are inſenſible 
of the loſs ſuſtained by their death, that circum- 
ſtance ſhews the loſs to be the greater. I do not 
feel for the land and nation in which I live, nor 
for the chriſtian cauſe, as ought, if the ( righ- 
<< teous, periſh, and I lay it nat at heart??? 

And let me alſo obſerve, that when the wiſe 
and pious die when the Bots and Samuels; are 
removed there is an occaſion for lamentation in 
Iſrael, as the Lord hath often taken the godly 
to himſelf when ſome heavy judgement was 
about to fall upon a people. They are taken from 
the evil to come, It is computed, that Methu- 


ſelah died but one year before the flood. Heze- 


kiah, Joſiah, and that other excellent Prince 
Abijah, were taken from the world to glory juſt 
before ſome awful viſitations from God. Luther, 
a great reformer, died juſt before the wars in 
Germany began. A good man, and an old poet, 
who had been painfully ſtruck with the death of 


„Gen. xviii, 31. + Jer, vii. 16. 


D - a great 
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2 great number of excellent rffiniffers, about the 
ſame time, who had far in the venerable affembly 

of divines, wrote a piece, from which what fol. 
lows, is a quotation; 


« Still do we find black clothes wear out the firft; 
* And fruits the moſt delicious keep the worſt, 
60 {Seas have we dried our eyes for loſs of one, 
ut the ſad tidings come, another's gone. 
riumph, licentious age 
275 MW rather tremble; England; ſtand àghaſt 
I To ſee thy glorious lamps go out ſo falt. 
When death, like Sampſon, thus lays hold upon 
4 The Pillars of the church, the building's * 
„ Nay, when we ſee ſtars in ſuch numbers 
* It ſeems to bode the world's great funeral. 
att Nr be wiſe, and think what heaven is FE 
q 40 flames a are coming when thy Lots are going. 
«« Well may we fear the Almighty threatens wars 
When he commands home his ant 


41 
ll 1 hole my bears that =Y of this nailon;. are too 
i ſecure—thar we. do not tract, as we ſhould, the 
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0 * It hangiefable cieiondince; hg theſe lifes were 
0 compoſed before the Tes e fixe of London, 1666, which 
fl confumed d 13, 200 houſ es, beſides 89 rn 4 ; | 


ih 2. „That venerable ſynod, which of late 

It Was made the obſed e of men's ſcorn aud hate, 

(For, want of copes and mitres, not of graces) | þ 2.013 
Are now call'd up with Moſes, d their faces 

9 * When they retürn ſhall ſhine. God od eps „ 

1 „ Such an alle embly ſhould in 45 | | 

yt | « The learned Twiſs went firſt ; it avas: his tight. 4 

i 1 0 « Hill. holy Palmer 5 Burroughs, Love, Gouge, lite, | 

I ill, Whitaker, grave Gataker, and Strong, 

Ik „ pern, Marhall, Robinſon ——— 

If I have not nam'd them half, their 6) only Arife | 

| % Hath been of late who ſhould firſt part with life. 

0 «+ 'Thoſe few that yet ſurvive, ſick of this age, 

| Long to have done their parts and leave the ſtage.” 

i IxEK Boztars, 

W l Prolocutor in the Aſſembly of Divines. 
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marks and ſigns of God's controverſy with 
ng) t is +600 to be feared ed that ſome great 


evil. 1s faſt a xroaching, and that the godly, 
whom God 15 pts hlpg, are taken from it. 
What is mercy and kindnels , to them, .may be 
diſpleaſure and judgment to others. 
There is, then, much reaſon to lament n 
he qe wile 9: pipys are removed by 
eath. 


In what manner we mould lay their death to 
heart is an enquiry of no ſmall Importance. 

I well know that many a heart hath been 
broken with ſorrow-for. the dead; and that mul- 


titudes have nouriſhed grief through life, and 


with their grief have cheriſhed alſo an impatient 
murmuring ſpirit. But this is not the ſorrow we 
ſhould feel on the removal of the amiable, 
excellent, and uſeful, by death. That forrow 
which ſuch a, dif penſation calls for, is a forrow 
ariſing from a ſenſe of the loſs ſuſtained by our- 
ſelyes, the church, and world —a ſorrow that 
looks to God, and is ſubmiſſive to him. When 
the apoſtle Paul told the Elders of the Epheſian 
church, d that they ſhould ſee his face no more, 
ce they wept ſore, fell on his neck and kiſſed 
oy blow And ſhall the godly be taken away 


now, and we not feel on the occaſion? Shall ſome | 


eminent ſaint, of long ſtanding in the church— 
or ſome young Lazarus—be cut off by the ſtroke 
of death, and we not mourn the event? There 
muſt 'be ſomething much amiſs in my heart if I 
do not. 

If we, lament the death of the wiſe and pious 
in a proper manner, we ſhall enquire wherefore 


Acts xx. 37. 
D 2 God 


LT vB J 

God is contending with us. However happy 
their death is to them, it is a calamity to us ſur- 
vivors. What is there in this world we can fo 
ill ſpare as the people of God? It is for their 
ſake the world ſtands. It behoves us, then, to 
<« hear the rod,” and to underſtand its meaning, 
Our enquiry ſhould be, what fins we have com- 
mitted — what declenſions we are chargeable 
with ? If any of the godly are taken away be- 
cauſe we who ſurvive have departed from God— 
ce have left our firſt love” have wandered in 
our thoughts and affections from the Saviour; it 
can be of no ſmall importance that we ſhould 
know this, that we may | be — in the r 
before God for it. 


If we lament, as we ought, the death of the 
godly, we ſhall prepare to follow them in the 
way in which they walked. If I ſee not the vaſt 
and unſpeakable importance of godlineſs—if I 
Wiſh not, from my ſoul, to be godly— if it is not 
my fervent prayer that divine grace may take oc- 
caſion from the death of the godly to quicken 
my ſoul, and to attach me more ſtrongly to God, 


Chriſt, and religion; 1 do not lay their death to 


heart. How can I be ſaid co have felt, as I 
ſhould; on account of their removal, if I re- 
ſemble them not—if I cleave not to Chriſt as 
they did—If I pray not with ſomething of their 
conſtancy and fervour —and if J ſeek not the 


ſame virtues and graces by which they were 


diſtinguiſhed among men? If we forrow, as we 
ought, for the death of the pious, whether old 
or young, we ſhall ice that their life is the beſt 
life we can live—that their death is the only ſafe 
and comfortable death we can die. If we bono 
not © thoſe who thro” faith and patience do now 
N Cc inherit 
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ce inherit the promiſes“ if we take not thoſe 
ſteps they took that God may be our God ; that 
Chriſt may be our Saviour; that the Holy Ghoſt 
may renew us and dwell in 46; that we may 
have grace in . pleaſing expec- 
tation, and after death in fruition; it is a truth 
that, however nearly they might be allied to us, 
however numerous the tears may be we have ſhed 
over them, or however frequent and reſpectful 
the mention we make of them, we do not proper- 
ly mourn. Except we oppoſe, and pray againſt, 


an enſnaring world, a tempting adverſary, and 4 


corrupt and ſinful heart, as they did - except 
heavenly gifts and graces are ſought for by us a8 
they were by them; and ye make, through 
grace, the cultivation of godlineſs, in all its 
branches, as ſerious à buſineſs as they did, we 
lay not their death to heart as we ought. Sup- 
poſe me to have ſuſtained the loſs of a pious 
father; or the, perhaps, equal loſs of a pious 
mother: in whatever degree I may grieve, the 
great thing is wanting ſtill if Jam not reſolved 
for God, and if my ſoul is not fo impreſſed with 
the importance of that virtue and piety they ex- 
emplified, that I am conſtrained to purſue it. 
Suppoſe me to have loſt a pious brother or ſiſter: 
what are the tears I may ſhed, if I imbibe not 
their temper and fpirit—if I do not imitate that 
which communicated a real beauty and luſtre to 
them—and if I am not quickened by their death 


to make a ſerious buſineſs of preparing for my 


own? That parent who is called forth to that 
great trial of faith and patience, that of follow- 
ing an engaging and pious child to the grave, 
does, alone, properly mourn, who, Whilſt he 
weeps, is thankful to God for ripening his child 
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chat the zeſt of his children may he trained vp for 


God-——and, through grace, keeps that happy 
world in view, and Prepares for it, where pious 
parents and children ſhall meet again and ſpend 
a bliſsful eternity together. A Friend's death we 
lament not, as we ought, if our hearts are not 


made better by it —— if divine and eternal 


things lie with no more weight upon us than be- 
fare—if we ſee not a greater value in Chriſt, wha 
hath put a ſmile on the face of death, and 
made it the believer's friend—and if we are not 
guiekened in the purſuit of that great ſalvation 
of which the blood of Jeſus was the price, and 
which it is the glory of the goſpel to reveal. 
And I ſhall only add, that if we lament, in a 
proper manner, the death of the wiſe and pious, 
it, muſt engage us to labour, ſtrive, and pray 
that we may fill their places in the world and 
church to the glory of God, the Redeemer's ho- 
nour, the credit of, religion, and the good of our 


fellow- creatures. The death of every able and 
faithful miniſter is a loud call to me to deal 
plainly, affectionately, and faithfully with ſouls; 
and to plead the cauſe of Chriſt in every way the 
moſt .enlightened, zealous, and ſucceſsful, have 
done it. And every private Chriſtian is called 
upon, by the. death of any of his number, to ſup- 


Ply their lack of ſervice to: lay out himſelf fot 


Chriſt—and to propagate, if poſſible, his own 
gifts and graces, that the world and church may 
ſuſtain no loſs. If, when a breach is made in a 
church by death, no one is conſtrained. thereby 
to ſtep forth and fill it; that breach is not ſuit- 
ably lamented. Suppoſe me the ſon of ſome pi- 
ous perſon who is dead: with whatever reſpect 
or ventration I may mention my father's name; 


or whatever. pain or ſorrow his death might have 
| OCCa- 


3 


1 
6ccafioned ; 1 de not mourn, 28 J ſhotild, if f a. 
tempt not; in the ſtrength of divine grace, to 
poſſeſs his ſerious, godly, and benevolent ſpirit— 


to fill his place —and to promote the good of 
others, an fc of Chriſt. O ye ſons of 
pious parents! If ye ſuffer the altars to fall which 
your fathers built—if ye do not burn incemſe 
daily upon them, as they did and if that zeal 
for the ark of God which glowed in their breaſts, 
hath no place in yours; you lay not to heart 
their removal by death. Oh! that there might 
riſe in the room of old Elies, young Samuels ; 
of old Elijahs, young Eliſhas ; and of Pauls, 
young Timothys, in this and in every, church. 


Our departed friend, © though dead, yet 
« ſpeaks.” He ſpeaks in the language of com- 
fort to his mourning widow, It 1s her priviledge 
and happineſs, on this mournful occaſion, to fol- 
low him, in idea, through death, to the regions 
of the bleſt. What is her loſs—what is loſs to 
us—1s to him unſpeakable gain, Under this 
painful diſpenſation, ſhe rhay look forward to 
that time when the trumpet ſhall ſound—when 
Ramah ſhall give up its dead—when every grave 
ſhall be opened and ever̃y romb rent—and when 
ſhe ſhall meet him at the right hand of Jeſus. 
To his children he ſpeaks, in death, in every 
way that tends to move, to melt, to encourage, 
and to eftabliſh the heart. His departure is 
calling upon them to recolle& and live all his 
. wiſe inſtructions; all his faithful and affectionate 
admonitions— to copy his excellent example 
and to prize and to ſeek, above every thing elſe, 
thoſe great bleſſings which he was conſtantly afk« 
ing of God for them with all the fervour and af. 
| fection 
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fection of his heart. I truſt they will live, Ike 


him, beloved; and, like him, die lamented. 


Oh! may each friend and relative of the de- 
ceaſed each member of this church, of which 


he was ar once an ornament and pillar and 


each -1ndiyidual preſent, ſhare that honour and 
happineſs 4that belongs to Samuel, to our de- 


11 4 


parted friend, and tee real diſciple of Chriſt 
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| 6 = Wilton, by che Rev. Thoms Gibbons, Le D. * 
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A Sz2Mon tkraforct' by: the Death of the Rev. | 
Samuel Wilton, D. D. by the Rev. S. Palmer. To 
which'is added, an OR AT Io at his Interment, by 
Samuel Morton Savage, D. D. The * Edition. 
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